PARLIER CEMETERY DISTRICT OFFICE
7932 S. MENDOCINO AVENUE
PARLIER, CA. 93648
September 22, 2025
Minutes

REGULAR MEETING: CALL TO ORDER: 1:00PM
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
ROLL CALL:  Dorothy Garza-Chairman-Present, Guadalupe Barela-Present, 
Marcie Villalpando – Present, Lilly Renteria – Present, Michelle Lopez-Present

1. MINUTES: Guadalupe Barela motioned, and Marcie Villalpando 2nd all approved

2. WARRANTS: Guadalupe Barela motioned, and Marcie Villalpando 2nd all approved

3. Public Comments---There were families who attended the board meeting to express their opinions or considerations to the board members. Barbrara Gomez mentioned cemetery looked nice. Monica Zamora wanted to know if the board would consider unlocking the cable to division 10b so that families have an opportunity to parked closer to their loved one’s burial site. Board said they would do a trial run during the office business hour between 7:00am to 3:30pm and place entrance and exit signs to guide families. Board members voted and approved to remove cable from division 10b on a trial basis. Board members Dorothy Garza, Lilly Renteria and Michelle Lopez voted yes Marcie Villalpando voted yes to having cable unlocked during business hours and board member Guadalupe Barela motioned to table the request until the meeting meeting in October. Christina Pumarejo asked if we are going to hold all families accountable for placing items that cannot be on burial plots. Are cemetery staff members going to remove items from everyone’s plot to comply with cemetery rules and regulations. Also wanted to know why we are allowing upright headstones in division 10b. When did the approval happen to allow families to have upright headstones as an option in that area. Antonio wanted to express his disappointment for not allowing him to place flags on his father’s grave. Explained to the board he was upset that his flags were throwing away without anyone from the cemetery giving notice of removal. Wanted to know if board would ever consider allowing families to place different items on their loved one’s burial plots. Janie Molina wanted to know if families have an opportunity to voice their opinions to the board members about the Rules and Regulations they have established for the cemetery. Also Janie wanted to know if the cemetery by-laws were available to the public. Kathy Solero request copies of the previous board meeting minutes and a copy of the cemetery by-laws. Kathy asked what is the number of times that a board member can miss a meeting per year? Janie Reyna wanted to express to the board that the cemetery looks great and added any questions she may have had in the past about the cemetery rules are answered in a timely and professional manner by Nanci. Board member Marcie Villalpando addressed the families who voiced their questions or requests that we set the regulations and rules because of past problems that have arose with other families who have complained about situations on their family members plots. We cannot back pedal on the guidelines every time a family has a concern or complaint. Also having items around the headstones would only hinder or impede our staff members from their work especially when they are weeding around the headstones. Board Chairperson Dorothy Garza also kept reminding families the policies that have been established by the cemetery board are for the protection and wellbeing of the cemetery grounds. General Manager Nanci Tapia also added she is having the staff members remove all items not allowed per the guidelines. Nanci also mentioned that families are coming after hours on the weekend to place the items when we are not here.

4. [bookmark: _GoBack]MANAGERS REPORT & COMMENTS: Manager brought up to the board items that families are still doing without permission, and showed pictures of families painting the cement moldings that hold the headstones in place. Families who are placing crosses in the ground and using cement without consulting the cemetery. Families are still trying to place a headstone and a memorial plaque on one burial site. Manager reminded the board members and the families who attended the meeting that only one headstone is permitted per plot. Manager reminded everyone present that the cemetery staff is only following the rules and regulations that have been set by the board for the protection and safety of each family that has a loved one buried at the cemetery. Staff members are watering daily to keep the cemetery green and continued daily maintenance of the cemetery grounds.  Also brought up to all board members that on September 4th I received a call that the mosquito abatement had received a complaint regarding mosquito problems here at the cemetery from Michelle Lopez who is a board member for the Mosquito abatement and a board member for the Parlier cemetery. Manager mentioned to the board that Michelle should have brought up her concerns to the board first before taking it upon herself to file the complaint. At that point one of the board member Marcie Villalpando mentioned that due to a conflict of interest with Michelle Lopez board members voted on her removal which was a 2 to 1 vote to remove her from her position. Upon Michelle leaving she remarked that’s fine I will leave but this is not the end of this. 

5. Closed Session— Managers performance evaluation – (Gov. Code 54957(b) has been rescheduled for the following board meeting October 27, 2025.








6. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS. Marcia Villalpando mentioned that the cemetery looks great, and that Nanci is doing a great job handling the cemetery daily operations., Guadalupe Barela wanted to express that the cemetery grounds look nice and to please remind the public that there is a time limit when they are voicing their concerns to the board during a board meeting. Dorothy Garza mentioned that Nanci is doing an excellent job and her staff maintaining daily cemetery operations and cemetery grounds. That Nanci is overseeing family concerns and complaints in a professional manner. Lilly Renteria mentioned that families were complaining about the speed bumps being too high for their automobiles to cross over. 

7. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: Monday October 27, 2025 @ 1:00 PM

8. ADJOURNMENT WAS PROPOSED BY: Motioned by Guadalupe Barela 
SECOND BY:  Lilly Renteria. All members approved    MEETING CONCLUDED: 3:10pm
